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BOARD MEETING

The Board will meet on Monday, September 13 (due to Labor Day on the first Monday). Additional details
will follow.
OPENING RECEPTION

Welcome to the New AAUW Year

The Branch opens its program year with a reception on Sunday afternoon, September 19, 2021. From 2:00
to 4:00, at 138 Kings Drive, St. Louis County. A short presentation by the co-chairs of the AAUW Inter Branch
Council, Deb McWard and Barbara Johnson, will be made. Handouts and reports detailing the extent of AAUW’s
work for equity for women will be available to all attendees. Refreshments will be served. In November 2021,
AAUW will be celebrating 140 years of working for equity for women and girls.

All members are invited to attend this event and bring a guest. It is an opportunity to introduce
prospective members to AAUW and especially the Ferguson-Florissant Branch.

For information on the event, contact Pam Meyers at wpemeyers@gmail.com or Shirley Breeze at
sbreeze@mindspring.com.

PLANS FOR OCTOBER COMMUNITY EVENT
This year’s AAUW Community Event will be presented on October 2, 2021, at The Lutheran Church of the
Risen Christ on New Halls Ferry Road in Florissant. The topic is Current Approaches on Climate Control. The
program will be 10:00-11:15 with a Q and A period at the end. Everyone is invited; this is open to the public.
Branch members will be needed to greet the attendees, see that refreshments are available, and other
duties.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER by Pam Meyers

Hello to all the Ferguson Florissant AAUW members. “There comes a time when Autumn asks, “What
have you been doing all Summer?” The year 2021 has been a busy year for all of us and summer, too, from
keeping up with the health reports with COVID, our Voting Rights, and being able to visit with our family and
friends once more.

Our AAUW Board members have been busy this summer planning the program and searching for speakers
for the Fall and Spring meetings of 2022.

AAUW.org released their press report that AAUW awards an unprecedented $5 million in Fellowships and
Grants for the 2021-2022 academic year. AAUW is one of the world’s leading funders of graduate women’s
education. Since 1888, it has provided more than $115 million in fellowships, grants, and awards to 13,000 women
from 150 countries.

So, yes, autumn, it is time to refocus and energize again for another wonderful year of supporting women
and girls through research, education, and advocacy.

Contact us by e-mailing Membership Vice President Carolyn Herkstroeter at herkcmw@att.net.
Visit our website at fergusonflorissant-mo-aauw.net.
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MAY LUNCHEON RECAP

This year’s May Luncheon was held May 15 at Catering to You in Florissant. After a buffet lunch, lobbyist
Dr. Gena Gunn McClendon spoke. She is the Director of Voter Access and Engagement at the Brown School,
Washington University. Certificates were presented to Name Gift Honorees Pat Kelemen and Pam Meyers. Patty
Murray was honored as Member of the Year.

PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING

The Program Planning meeting took place on June 12, 2021. Plans for 2021-2022 were discussed. The
September Reception for Sunday, September 19 and the Community Program for October 2 were mapped out.
Details of the reception are included above. With no meeting planned for November—too close to Thanksgiving—
the next meeting will be the Holiday Event on December 12.

DIVERSITY/PUBLIC POLICY by Lisa Taylor
Data Data Data!

One of the Public Policy Priorities for AAUW is the collection of data to be used to support the civil rights
of data collection. Ever since 1968 the Department of Education has administered Civil Rights of Collection, which
collects data on key educational and civil rights issues in our nation’s public schools. The CRDC has been improved
to show stats on pervasiveness of sex discrimination, including sexual harassment and violence in our schools.
AAUW strongly supports and appreciates that the CRDC includes the importance of school-specific gender equity
that is extremely helpful to advocates, parents, students, educators and Title IX coordinators at schools
nationwide.

I hope you find this article informational as it addresses the collection of data, how it is used and the
importance of why it is needed. It will show how public policy and diversity continue to go hand in hand! The
AAUW website can provide additional information on this topic as well.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP
Tuesday Afternoon Book Group has decided to meet on the third Tuesday of the month going forward.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, September 21 at the home of Lillian Boly at 11:30 am. Lillian will
review West with the Night by Beryl Markham. All are invited to participate. Please bring a sandwich and let Lillian
know if you will attend.

KIRKWOOD WEBSTER GROVES CELEBRATION

Jeannie Webdell, President of Kirkwood Webster Groves branch, is excited to invite people to join them
for their 50" Anniversary Brunch at Greenbriar Hills Country Club on Saturday, October 16. The special speaker will
be Judge Robin Ransom newly appointed to the Missouri Supreme Court. Judge Ransom, who is from St. Louis, is
the first black female justice to serve on the court.

The flyer for this event is included with this newsletter. Reservations are needed by September 28.

CALENDAR

September 13—Branch Board meeting

September 18—Informational table at Ferguson Farmers Market
September 19—Opening reception

September 21—Tuesday Afternoon Book Group

October 2—Community Program

October 16—Kirkwood Webster Groves anniversary brunch

Contact us by e-mailing Membership Vice President Carolyn Herkstroeter at herkcmw@att.net.
Visit our website at fergusonflorissant-mo-aauw.net.
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